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naturally good auditory powers had not been as greatly
used in connection with reading as they might have been.
It is evident that this boy had not been taught reading
by the phonetic methods which at the present time are
common. In any case, no doubt, he would have needed
individual help in order to progress at a normal rate in
reading.

No physical trouble which could be considered a factor
was found; there were no sensory defects. The boy was
in rather poor general condition. He had grown rapidly
and was somewhat under weight for his height. There was
complaint of sick headaches earlier, but not for about
two years previous to our seeing him. The intelligent
mother could give no facts concerning heredity or develop-
mental history that were significant.

James' very good ability in many ways had not served
to make his educational advance normal. He was at
least five years retarded in school, for which he had ac-
quired a dislike; he had been truant to a moderate
extent, extremely disobedient at home, and had once
run away, but returned the following day of his own
accord. His retardation in school had led to friction
between the boy and the parents, wTho, though they
were most anxious to give him a good education, had
shown themselves quite helpless in the matter of how
this was to be done.

Case 16. The next problem presented is of great in-
terest, because the inability to master reading is so clear
and definite, though psychological tests reveal little in
explanation. The various mental processes, each tested
separately, seem quite normal In the light of this fact
we are led to wonder whether in reading there is not in-
volved some subtle synthetic process, which, at the pres-
ent time, we have no means of studying, but defects of
which, nevertheless, are of extreme significance. This